
Year 8 Work and Focus Ideas (no printer required). 

English: 

Read a chapter of a book (aim to read for around 10 / 15 minutes). 

Complete the following tasks: 

1. Answer the following questions. 
Who is the main character of the book?  What do you think will happen to them? How 
would you describe the main characters personality? 

2. Design a new front cover for the book based on the information you read. 
3. Write the next chapter of the book using your imagination. 
4. Draw a picture of the main character and label each part. 

These tasks may also be completed based on watching a film or tv show. 

1. Write paragraphs based on the following questions. 
What would you like to do when you are older?  Consider what, why, where, when and who 
to extend your writing. 
If you could become invisible for the day, what would you do? 
Describe your perfect birthday party. 
What is your favourite food and place to eat? 

 

Maths:  

Telling the time.  Use a real or online clock to describe a series of times of the day.  Start with 
o’clock, then half past and then quarter past/to until competent.  5 minute intervals can then be 
introduced.  The website topmarks has a series of interactive games based on time. 

Shape.  Introduce a range of 2d and 3d shapes and begin to become familiar with the idea of sides, 
vertices and faces.  A fun activity can be to find chosen shapes around the house and see who can 
find the most. 

Division.  Physically split items between groups to help visually show the idea of division (buttons, 
beads, sweets etc. work well). 

Money.  Run a fake shop and become familiar with coins and their value.  Buy and sell, give change 
and incentivise learning through keeping items purchased. 

Humanities: 

Watch a documentary that focuses on the culture of an area (Simon Reeve on BBC iPlayer is a good 
source) and begin to take notes on important facts and opinions.  Design a poster that highlights a 
positive aspect of the area shown, be sure to add colour and detail. 

Choose a period of history (WW2, Romans, British Civil War etc.) and produce a PowerPoint that 
gives a detailed explanation of the following: 

• Period of time 
• Clothing worn 
• Common food and drink 



• Type of buildings used. 
• Battle techniques / armour. 

 

Art and Design: 

Find an image on the internet or from a book/magazine that interests you and create a copy using 
different media (pens, pencils, chalk etc.). 

Look at a range of websites that give information about the Lascaux caves.  Practice drawing in the 
same style as the cave artists and use charcoal or chalk as a medium.  You can create a textured cave 
wall background by sponging earth colours of paint onto paper.   

Take a series of rubbings in the garden or during a walk (do this by placing your paper on a textured 
surface and rubbing a crayon or pencil across it).  Use these rubbings to create a collage by cutting 
and sticking pieces together.   

Music: 

Learn the lyrics to a new song and create a short dance routine.  Perform the song and routine for 
family and get feedback to improve your performance.  Design an outfit and stage backdrop you 
would like whilst performing the song. 

Food Technology: 

Many websites have child friendly recipes that require minimum equipment and ingredients yet 
create tasty results.  Jamie Oliver has some great examples 
https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/6-brilliant-recipes-to-get-kids-cooking/ 

Another easy way to increase independence and confidence is to cook with a parent, help chop the 
vegetables, mix the ingredients or just simply watching another person cook can be a valuable 
experience.   

Outdoor Learning: 

Bug hunt – go into the garden and look closely at plants to see what bugs you can discover.  Lift 
slabs, move stones and find as many as you can, you can even draw pictures of them too. 

Bug Hotel – can you make your garden more bug friendly?  Look at designs for make at home bug 
hotels and see what you can create in your won garden. 

https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/6-brilliant-recipes-to-get-kids-cooking/

